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Fewer containers in the European ports
In the first half of 2020 (H1 2020), the largest European container ports handled a total of over 31 million TEU,
which is 6.94% lower than in the first half of last year.
Rotterdam remains the largest container port in Europe, with container turnover of 7 million TEU.
Comparing the container handling of the Port of Rotterdam to the first quarter of 2020, it can be observed
a decline by -2.74% (Table 1). During Q1, changes resulted from the stagnation in world trade and a weakened
European economy. The Q2 showed a decline in cargo handling due to the impact of the coronavirus pandemic
and the container imports from Asia fell compared to the first half of 2020.
The port that recorded a slight increase in container handling was the Port of Antwerp (+ 0.42%) compared
to H1 2019. The result was influenced by the increased handling of imported containers (+ 0.9%).
A two-digit decrease in cargo handling occurred in the Port of Hamburg (-12.4% compared to H1 2019).
In particular, the decline in container turnover was caused by a reduction in cargo handling in relation with China
(-16.4%). The transshipment with Russia, Sweden and Poland significantly weakened.
Container turnover decreased also in the Port of Valencia (-9.06% compared to H1 2019). It is also a larger scale
of decline than in the first quarter of 2020. Container import decreased significantly (-13.95% compared to
H1 2019). Due to a weakening of the trade with China, significant declines were recorded in export and
import of empty containers. Transshipments from ocean-going vessels to feeder ships recorded decline
(-5.41% compared to H1 2019).
Port of Algeciras (-38,118 TEU) recorded a slight decrease. The first half of 2020 showed an increase in container
handling in import (+ 2.54%) and export of empty containers (+ 10.5% compared to the same period in 2019).
It is also worth noting that during the first six months of 2020, 104 fewer container ships called the Port of Algeciras than in H1 2019, but with a higher average tonnage (+ 3.64%).
The Port of Piraeus, currently managed by COSCO, recorded the sharpest decrease in transshipments
in June (-19.5% compared to June 2019). The first half of 2020 brought a drop in container turnover by 6.25%
(-160,500 TEU).
In the case of the Port of Bremerhaven, the volumes in individual months of this year were the lowest since 2016.
Container handling decreased by 120,282 TEU in H1 2020.
The most noticeable drops of more than 20% were recorded in the ports of Barcelona and Le Havre.
In the case of Port of Barcelona, the reduced volume of containers handled was due to the reduction in transport of chemical products in containers (-23.1% compared to H1 2019). The container handling in transit also
decreased (-31.3%).
A large drop (-297,000 TEU) was recorded in French Le Havre compared to H1 2019. At the same time,
in the first half of 2020, the port handled the largest container ship MSC Mina (with a capacity of 23,656 TEU)
and HMM Oslo, with a capacity of 23,964 TEU.
The authors of this report assumed, due to the lack of data, that the container turnover of Port Felixstowe
remained unchanged in the first half of 2020 and amounted to 1,889,000 TEU.
In the vast majority of European ports, it can be seen that the container turnover in Q2 2020 was lower than
in Q1 2020 (Fig. 1).
According to Eurostat, in the second quarter of 2020 the decline in GDP in the euro area was at the level of 15%
(compared to data for Q2 2019). However, in the European Union, this change was slightly lower and amounted
to 14.4%1. In turn, GDP forecasts for Russia indicate a GDP decline of 6.6% throughout 20202 .
The data for July 2020 shows that the downward trend continues in many ports. Comparing the current
results of the Port of Valencia to the results in July 2019, a decline in container handling by 9.4% was noticed.
Also, the Port of Algeciras recorded a decrease in container turnover in July (-4.6% compared to July 2019)
and decrease in calls of containerships (-6.06%). Declines were also observed in Port of Piraeus (-6.1%)
and Port Barcelona (-18.78% compared to July 2019).
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Currently, it is dif ficult to es timate the container volume in the second half of 2020
due to the uncer taint y of the COVID -19 incidence. However, por t authorities empha size that a gradual recovery of the European and Chinese economies is visible. At the same
time, there is noticeable lower demand for consumer goods, which af fects the volume of
imports. A cautious economic recovery is unlikely to compensate for the recent declines.
We can assume that the turnover in 2020 will be at the level from -7 to -10 percent in comparison to 2019.
Table 1. Container handling in TOP 10 European seaports in H1 2019 and H1 2020 [TEU]
H1 2019

H1 2020

Change 2020/2019

Rotterdam

7 529 000

7 002 000

-7.00%

Antwerpia

5 845 725

5 870 264

0.42%

Hamburg

4 700 000

4 100 000

-12.4%

Valencia

2 761 413

2 511 234

-9.06%

Algeciras

2 541 307

2 503 189

-1.50%

Piraeus

2 569 900

2 409 400

-6.25%

Bremerhaven

2 486 121

2 365 839

-4.84%

Felixstowe*

1 889 000

1 889 000

+/- 0%

Barcelona

1 718 461

1 365 632

-20.53%

Le Havre

1 397 000

1 100 000

-27.00%

33 437 927

31 116 558

-6.94%

Total
* estimated data

Figure 1. List of container transshipments in the first quarter of 2020 (Q1 2020)
and the second quarter of 2020 (Q2 2020) [TEU]

* estimated data
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Port Monitor is a series of periodic reports regarding the seaports
markets in the Baltic Sea, as well as on European and global scale.
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